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This week, Wednesday, July 4th, we will be celebrating our nations Independence Day.

We are also going to celebrate communion this morning. Both are meant to remind us of the freedoms and blessings we now enjoy. 

But neither should be celebrated mindlessly or without considering the cost paid for those freedoms and the responsibilities that come with those freedoms.

As a nation, we need to remember the cost paid by those who founded this great nation and those who have paid the cost to keep us free.

And as Christians we must never take for granted the cost Christ paid on the cross on our behalf.

Both as citizens of this nation and as citizens of the kingdom of God we must also consider the responsibilities associated with our freedom. 

Did you know?

During the American Revolution, the legal separation of the Thirteen Colonies from Great Britain occurred on July 2, 1776, when the Second Continental Congress voted to approve a resolution of independence declaring the United States independent from Great Britain. 

After voting for independence, Congress turned its attention to the Declaration of Independence, a statement explaining this decision.

The Committee of Five, with Thomas Jefferson as its principal author was charged with drafting the Declaration of Independence. 

Then, after debating and revising it, congress finally approved the Declaration of Independence on July 4. 

On July 5, John Adams wrote this to his wife Abigail:

The second day of July, 1776, will be the most memorable epoch in the history of America. I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. 

So much for the historical revisionists who try to rewrite history in an effort distort and remove the impact of faith, God, Jesus Christ and the Bible had on the founding fathers and the formation of our nation.

Adams’s prediction was off by two days. 

From the start, Americans celebrated independence on July 4 which is the date on the Declaration of Independence, rather than on July 2, the date the resolution of independence was approved.

This week we as a nation will celebrate that our For Fathers not only declared themselves to be free from the ternary and the oppressive rule of England but that they were willing to count the cost and pay, even with their lives, the price of that freedom. 

They declared themselves free and they were willing to give up everything and fight to secure that freedom. Freedom is not free.

But we live in a time where that freedom is taken for granted. 

As a nation we have forgotten the great cost by which our freedom was won and by which it has been kept and passed onto us from generation to generation.

As a nation many are willing to give up our freedoms and liberties as long as “I get my piece of the government check”. 

I don’t care what this does to others, or to the next generation, just as long as “me and mine” are taken care of today, the heck with tomorrow and the heck with everybody else.

Unfortunately there are some real parallels between the “me first” mindset prevalent out in our culture and the mindset that many Christians bring with them to church.

Too many American Christians view church out of a “what’s in it for me” attitude. Am I getting fed? Are my needs getting met? Do I like the music, the lighting? Is the service too long, to short? Tie, no tie!

We live in a time where people want their “rights” but want nothing to do with their responsibilities.

Turn with me please to Ephesians chapter 2 as we continue our excursion through Ephesians.

We are continuing our summer series entitled “A Loving Community of God”. And in this morning’s message we will see that a loving community of God is united in Christ—for a purpose.

And as we do that I am going to ask two questions.
	How are we united in Christ?
	Why are we united in Christ?

Let’s pray.

Last week, as we looked at chapter 1, we saw that God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing which includes election, predestination, adoption, grace, redemption, forgiveness, wisdom, understanding, knowledge of the mystery of God’s will.

And to top it all off, we have been sealed with the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of the inheritance yet to come.

But not wanting the Ephesians to take all of these blessings for granted or to forget who they are now in Christ, Paul reminds them of what it was like before the cost of their freedom was paid.

Paul starts out by reminding them of just how separate from Christ they were to begin with.

Let’s look at Ephesians chapter 2 starting in verse 1.

“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.

Now, let’s just take a minute to unpack this. 

Maybe some of you have been following Christ and enjoying “every spiritual blessing in Christ” for so long that you’ve forgotten your past condition 

So let me just remind you. 

I’ll boil it all down into four words. Paul says you were:

1. Dead. Not sick. Not handicapped. Not “Spiritually challenged.” Dead!

Before Christ came into your life you were spiritual dead, separated from God because of your sins. 

Some of you remember what that felt like, to be spiritually dead, “separate from Christ,” as Paul says later in verse 12, “without hope and without God in the world”.

Paul also says that you were:
2. Disobedient. Look again at verse 2: You used to follow “the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient” or those whose lives are characterized by disobedience to God’s will. 

Before coming to Christ you were not concerned with following God’s will. You were influenced and lead by the world, Satan and the flesh, not by the spirit of God.

Not only that; you were also:
3. Depraved. 

Verse 3 says that before Christ you and I set about “lived…[ordered your life] gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts”.

That is you order your lives around things and did things that were based on your own desires and for our own purposes not for God’s desires and God’s purposes.

This does not mean that you were as wicked as you could be.

No, people who are not followers of Jesus Christ can and do some “good” things in this world. They live can live morally upright lives, giving the charities and good causes.

But separated from God they do these things for selfish and wrong reasons. Their motivation is wrong, they were selfish. 

And, finally, you were also:
4. Doomed. 

“By nature,” Paul says you and I were “objects of wrath” there at the end Ephesians 1:3. We deserved nothing except the judgment of a perfectly, infinitely holy and just God.

And as object of wrath we were “Separate from Christ.” dead, disobedient, depraved, and doomed. 

So if that’s what we were, how are we ever united in Christ?

Look on here at Ephesians 2:4-6.

“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 

It’s interesting to note that in the original Greek verses 1 – 7 is just one long sentence. 

And if you remember back in school when you use to diagram sentences you see here the subject—who is doing the action, the verb—what the subject is doing, and finally the object—what the subject is doing to or for or on.

Johnnie hit the ball. Johnnie-subject, hit-verb, and ball object

In verses 1 through 7 God is the subject. God is the one at work doing everything.

“Us” you and I and everyone who has put their faith in Christ are the object. We are who God is working for.

But we actually have three main verbs here.
1. God made us…alive with Christ
2. God raised us…with Christ 
3. God seated us…with Christ in heaven.

The first thing God did in his love and mercy, his underserved kindness, is that God made us alive with Christ. 

We were spiritually dead separated from God, incapable of saving ourselves but God acting out of His love steps in and acts on our behalf.

And He made us alive to God, spiritually awakened and restored to a new relationship with God.

Then God raised us up with the resurrected Christ. Though we will not receive our resurrected bodies until the last days we are already spiritually resurrected.

This is sometimes referred to as regeneration. Regeneration is a word that emphasizes the rebirth or re-creation of our old fallen human nature into a new spiritually alive being by the indwelling Holy Spirit.

This idea of being made alive and raised up echoes something Paul said back in the first chapter.

Ephesians 1:19 and 20 talks about the mighty power that’s available to everyone who follows Christ. This is part of Paul’s prayer for the saint in Ephesus. 

He prays that they would know, among other things, God’s “incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 

And that same power that was at work in Christ, to raise Him up from the grave is now at work in you. The power you need to put away the old way of life and live fully, holy before and with God.

So God made us alive and raised us up with Jesus. Now the third verb used here tells us that we have already been and continue to be seated with Christ in heaven.

God has exulted and rejoiced over His beloved Son Jesus Christ when He seated Christ at His right hand. So too, we His adopted sons and daughters have been place in this high place of honor.

But how? This is what God has done. He has made us alive, raised us up and seated us in heaven spiritually. That’s what God has done. 

Can I get an Amen? God made us alive, raised us up and seated us with Christ!

As Nicodemus asked Jesus when he came to Him in the night, what must I do to be saved? How do you make what God has done apply to your life?

Let me be short and to the point. Nothing! Zip, not, natta, nothing, you can do nothing to be saved. But God’s saving grace comes through the conduit of faith.
Look with at Ephesians 2:8-9:
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

God saves us. He does this based on His love and His grace. Grace is God’s unmerited favor. That means that God chose us, redeemed us, adopted us, made us alive, raised us up, and seated us with Christ because He wanted to.

There is nothing about me or you that is so special that made God looked down from heaven and said he or she deserves to be saved.

We don’t deserve it! It is a gift from a gracious God. 

But this gift only comes through faith. And that faith can have only one object, Jesus Christ and what He did on the cross for you and for me.

The Bible never speaks in term of God choosing someone to suffer condemnation and hell. No, we do that all by ourselves. 

We choose, acting in our own free will, to disobey, rebel, sin against God. And it is our sin that condemns us.

The wonder of it all is that a holy just and righteous God would choose to save any of us.

Now why does God choose you say over that person? I don’t know. The Bible doesn’t say and I am not going to guess about something that the Bible remains silent.

But this I do know. I do know why God saved you and why God united us in Christ.

Paul makes it clear that God saved us and united in Christ for a purpose. 
Because of what God has done there are some responsibilities, some things that should be true about us now that we have been made alive.

Look here at Ephesians 2:6-7. Paul tells us that “…God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

Another way of saying this is to quote the Westminster Confession. What is the chief end of man? The question asks.

The answer: to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. 

To glorify God is to turn the spotlight onto God in such a way as to reveal who He is and what He has done; that we he might show the incomparable riches of his grace.

For any created being to receive glory is to take the light off of God the creator and focus on the created. But God deserves to receive all glory.

So how do we shin the spot light on God? 

Well, first of all we ourselves become the spot light.

Look with me at Ephesians 2:10. Paul starts out by saying “For we are God's workmanship…”

That word used here for workmanship carries with it the idea that we are God’s poem, His work of art.

As you begin to live in and live out of the resurrected power of the Holy Spirit who is now in you, you are being transformed into this new person. 
You changed life, your attitudes toward others, your capacity to love and to serve, and your willingness to forgive, all serve to shin light on and glorify God.

My friends, you are a work of art in the Master’s hands!

But Paul doesn’t stop there. He goes on in verse 10 to say that we were “created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

When you remain sensitive and open to the leading of the Holy Spirit, God will give you open doors of opportunity, divine appointments if you will, to do work that He has prepared specifically for you to do.

Visiting a shut-in, witnessing Christ to someone in a crises situation, taking time out to stop and listen to someone.

When you are empowered by the Holy Spirit and offer a cold cup of water or a helping hand in the name of Jesus you shine the light on God.

But when the Holy Spirit nudges you are you listening, are you willing to go and do what he has put on your heart. Will you call that person who he has just brought to mind?

Or ignore him; keep so busy that you can’t hear him? Or have you failed to respond to His leading so long you can no longer hear his voice?

Friends in a group this size we should be able to have testimony time every week sharing how the Spirit of God moved you to do this or that this week. 

It is the same Spirit and power that raised Christ from the grave that is in you right now! Will you by faith walk in obedience to His leading?

Some of you do this well. This letter came in this week that illustrated this:
Christ Community Evangelical Free Church.

It was one year ago that a windstorm did extensive damage at our homestead.

We looked around and did not know how we would be able to clean up all the trees and limbs that had blown down. It was overwhelming.

As we started into the cleanup, members of Christ Community Church stopped by several times, offered help, prayed with us, and provided plates of food for others who might help as well.

We wanted to say thanks for the generous gift of service to someone in need. It was very much appreciated.

Thanks
Dave and Marj Pond

Think about the way you as a church collectively have responded to Matt and Hollie, William and Jennica, how many desserts were sent to Madina to help with Deb’s mother’s funeral, and then last Monday and all the help Molly and the member care team got in providing the meal after Bonita’s funeral.

These are just some of the good works that God has prepared. These are the things that give glory to God.

When we follow the leading of the Spirit and serve and help those around us God is glorified through our actions.

And there is one more way we glorify God and that is found starting in verse 11 and running to the end of the chapter.
Up until this point in chapter 2 Paul has primarily talked about our individual walk with God.

But from verse 11 on, Paul is talking about the church as he looks at one last way we shine the light on and glorify God. 

And that is when we live and serve in unity together in Christ.

Paul uses by way of an example what would have been in his day two polar opposite groups, the Jews and the gentiles.

This being an election years, you could use Republicans and Democrats. Or in areas of this country you could use blacks and whites or Latinos and Asians, rich or poor, or Americans or foreigners.

The point that Paul makes here is that all of the earthy, worldly divisions that tend to separate and divide us have no place in the church.

But it is Christ who brings us all together. Paul concludes this chapter starting in verse 19:
“…you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 

21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 

22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

While Paul’s concern is for the local church, this also applies to the Church, all churches.

Paul uses three metaphors here:
1. Fellow citizens – We are countrymen

2. God’s household – we are family, brothers and sisters in Christ

3. Holy Temple – a dwelling place for the Holy Spirit

We are not Baptist or Pentecostals. We are not Americans or Dominicans; we are brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The way we welcome and treat each other shines a light on God. When we look past the earthly differences and see each other as fellow members of our family God is glorified.

God saves us. It is a free gift that was paid for by Christ on the cross. There is nothing we can do to deserve or earn it. It is a gift. If comes though faith and faith alone. But it comes with some responsibilities. We are called to glorify God.

We are to live in the power if the Holy Spirit in such a way that we reflect God’s workmanship. You should be changing…every day.

Are you become a master peace in God’s hand or are you still hanging onto the old self?

As the Spirit of God leads you, are willing to do the good works that God has prepared beforehand for you to do?

Yield to the Spirit, share your faith, send notes of encouragements, or put an extra potato in the pot and invite someone home for dinner.

And we are to live in unity and community with one another as the body of Christ. Not just those here at Christ Community but with those in other churches, in our district, down in New Orleans with the youth group, in the Dominican Republic, in Spain (Tabiendos), or in Peru (Panaggios).  For the glory of God!
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